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EarthLink and San Francisco have finalized a Wi-Fi contract.  The contract enables 
EarthLink to build a citywide wireless network and Google to provide free Internet 
access.  The emergency services of the city will leverage the communications 
technology. 
 
This agreement gives San Francisco a leadership position in wireless technology.  The 
network ensures universal, affordable wireless broadband access for all people in San 
Francisco.   Children and students have the digital tools to ensure for access to the 
Internet. 
 
In 2007 WiMAX is implemented in commercial deployments to interconnect entire 
communities and bring the Internet to every household.  Infrastructure: requires 
backhaul to feed wireless network, base stations.  The spectrum uses both licensed 
and unlicensed band.   
 
WiMAX is a strong contender for high mobility enterprise applications.  As the cost of 
WiMAX approaches that of WiFi, WiMAX becomes the next generation of wireless 
broadband technology.  WiMAX targets multiple site mass metropolitan applications.    
 
WiMAX is a lot like WiFi, but unlike WiFi's 200 Meter range, WiMAX has a reach of 
one to 25 to 30 KM, offering a way to bring the Internet to entire communities without 
having to invest trillions of dollars to install broadband phone or cable networks.  
WiMAX can deliver favorable cost, reach, security, and usability. 
 
Worldwide WiMAX switch wireless WiMAX market forecasts at $157 million dollars 
in 2006, are anticipated to reach $26.7 billion by 2013.  Broadband wireless markets 
are anticipated to grow as a result of the lower cost of implementing infrastructure 
using the WiMAX systems.  The high speed services and the variety of services for 
PCs, wireless PDA communication devices and the small screen of a wireless handset 
are compelling market drivers. 
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REPORT METHODOLOGY 

 
THIS IS THE 295TH REPORT IN A SERIES OF MARKET RESEARCH REPORTS THAT PROVIDE FORECASTS IN 

COMMUNICATIONS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, THE INTERNET, COMPUTER, SOFTWARE, TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT, HEALTH 

EQUIPMENT, AND ENERGY .  THE PROJECT LEADERS TAKE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY FOR WRITING AND PREPARING EACH 

REPORT.  THEY HAVE SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCE PREPARING INDUSTRY STUDIES.  FORECASTS ARE BASED ON PRIMARY 

RESEARCH AND PROPRIETARY DATA BASES.  FORECASTS REFLECT ANALYSIS OF THE MARKET TRENDS IN THE SEGMENT 

AND RELATED SEGMENTS.  UNIT AND DOLLAR SHIPMENTS ARE ANALYZED THROUGH CONSIDERATION OF DOLLAR VOLUME 

OF EACH MARKET PARTICIPATION IN THE SEGMENT.  INSTALLED BASE ANALYSIS AND UNIT ANALYSIS IS BASED ON 

INTERVIEWS AND AN INFORMATION SEARCH.   MARKET SHARE ANALYSIS INCLUDES CONVERSATIONS WITH KEY 

CUSTOMERS OF PRODUCTS, INDUSTRY SEGMENT LEADERS, MARKETING DIRECTORS, DISTRIBUTORS, LEADING MARKET 

PARTICIPANTS, OPINION LEADERS, AND COMPANIES SEEKING TO DEVELOP MEASURABLE MARKET SHARE.  OVER 200 IN 

DEPTH INTERVIEWS ARE CONDUCTED FOR EACH REPORT WITH A BROAD RANGE OF KEY PARTICIPANTS AND INDUSTRY 

LEADERS IN THE MARKET SEGMENT.  WE ESTABLISH ACCURATE MARKET FORECASTS BASED ON ECONOMIC AND MARKET 

CONDITIONS AS A BASE.  USE INPUT/OUTPUT RATIOS, FLOW CHARTS, AND OTHER ECONOMIC METHODS TO QUANTIFY 

DATA.  USE IN-HOUSE ANALYSTS WHO MEET STRINGENT QUALITY STANDARDS.  INTERVIEWING KEY INDUSTRY 

PARTICIPANTS, EXPERTS AND END-USERS.  OUR RESEARCH INCLUDES ACCESS TO LARGE PROPRIETARY DATABASES.  
LITERATURE SEARCH INCLUDES ANALYSIS OF TRADE PUBLICATIONS, GOVERNMENT REPORTS, AND CORPORATE 

LITERATURE. 
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