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Iraq Telecommunications Market Opportunities, Market 

Forecasts, and Market Strategies, 2005-2011 

Democracy in combination with an oil rich land has the opportunity to drive a market 
economy in Iraq.  A modern wireless communication system will give citizens the 
ability to communicate with each other.  Where communication is undertaken freely, 
economies thrive.   

Iraq Communications Reconstruction By U.S. has been significant.  The U.S. 
companies Lucent, Bechtel, and Motorola are among those that have significant 
contracts to rebuild the Iraq telecommunications infrastructure.   

Enterprise system is the PSTN/LAN/WAN.  The task is to engineer, furnish, install 
and test all requirements defined in task orders to make the existing and new systems 
fully operational.  The types of technologies may include ISDN switching systems, 
ATM backbone, Gigabit Ethernet, packet switching, DSLAM services and cellular 
networks.  Japan pledged to help rebuild Iraq’s telecommunications system 

Iraq requires the full range of telecom equipment, infrastructure and mobile GSM 
products.  The Iraqi authorities have already issued GSM mobile licenses, creating 
significant demand for phones and other mobile network technology, telecom 
equipment such as infrastructure products (including cables and connections, masts 
and antennae), public phone networks, repair equipment and PABX systems, as well as 
communication software, software consultants and engineers. 

Iraq telecommunications market-driving forces relate to the benefits that new 
infrastructure provides.  The benefit of completely rebuilding infrastructure that had 
been destroyed is that it is new and has the latest features.   

Iraq has 26 million people.  There are 1.1 million subscriber lines in Iraq, although 
some of these are not operable.  Three licensed GSM networks are in existence, each 
with a third of the country as its initial area of operations. 

Iraq telecommunications and communications fixed wireline and wireless equipment 
shipment forecast by segment, dollars indicates that markets at $354.8 million in 2004 
are anticipated to continue growing through 2011 when they reach $515.3 million.  
Growth continues as penetration of wireless services reach 14% with a significant 
percentage of the users have prepaid plans.   
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Iraq Telecommunications Strategies and 
Forecasts, 2005-2011 

 
REPORT METHODOLOGY 

 
THIS IS THE TWO-HUNDRED AND FORTY FOURTH REPORT IN A SERIES OF MARKET RESEARCH REPORTS THAT PROVIDE 

FORECASTS IN COMMUNICATIONS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, THE INTERNET, COMPUTER, SOFTWARE, TELEPHONE 

EQUIPMENT, HEALTH EQUIPMENT, AND ENERGY .  THE PROJECT LEADERS TAKE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY FOR WRITING 

AND PREPARING EACH REPORT.  THEY HAVE SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCE PREPARING INDUSTRY STUDIES.  FORECASTS 

ARE BASED ON PRIMARY RESEARCH AND PROPRIETARY DATA BASES.  FORECASTS REFLECT ANALYSIS OF THE MARKET 

TRENDS IN THE SEGMENT AND RELATED SEGMENTS.  UNIT AND DOLLAR SHIPMENTS ARE ANALYZED THROUGH 

CONSIDERATION OF DOLLAR VOLUME OF EACH MARKET PARTICIPATION IN THE SEGMENT.  INSTALLED BASE ANALYSIS AND 

UNIT ANALYSIS IS BASED ON INTERVIEWS AND AN INFORMATION SEARCH.   MARKET SHARE ANALYSIS INCLUDES 

CONVERSATIONS WITH KEY CUSTOMERS OF PRODUCTS, INDUSTRY SEGMENT LEADERS, MARKETING DIRECTORS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, LEADING MARKET PARTICIPANTS, OPINION LEADERS, AND COMPANIES SEEKING TO DEVELOP MEASURABLE 

MARKET SHARE.  OVER 200 IN DEPTH INTERVIEWS ARE CONDUCTED FOR EACH REPORT WITH A BROAD RANGE OF KEY 

PARTICIPANTS AND INDUSTRY LEADERS IN THE MARKET SEGMENT.  WE ESTABLISH ACCURATE MARKET FORECASTS BASED 

ON ECONOMIC AND MARKET CONDITIONS AS A BASE.  USE INPUT/OUTPUT RATIOS, FLOW CHARTS, AND OTHER ECONOMIC 

METHODS TO QUANTIFY DATA.  USE IN-HOUSE ANALYSTS WHO MEET STRINGENT QUALITY STANDARDS.  INTERVIEWING 

KEY INDUSTRY PARTICIPANTS, EXPERTS AND END-USERS.  OUR RESEARCH INCLUDES ACCESS TO LARGE PROPRIETARY 

DATABASES.  LITERATURE SEARCH INCLUDES ANALYSIS OF TRADE PUBLICATIONS, GOVERNMENT REPORTS, AND 

CORPORATE LITERATURE. 
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