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Oxygen Concentrator : Market Shares , Strategies,  and Forecasts, Worldwide, 

201 1-201 7 

 
LEXINGTON, Massachusetts (February 24, 2011) – WinterGreen Research announces that it has a new study on 

Oxygen Concentrators.  Oxygen Concentrator markets grow as the technology supports smaller more diverse units.  

These markets are poised to grow based on the creation of new efficiencies available directly to patients. New 

composite materials systems are achieving consistent price declines throughout the forecast period.   

Oxygen concentrator markets are poised to grow as homecare grows.  These markets are poised to grow based on the 

creation of new homecare services efficiencies based on improved technologies. New portable systems are achieving 

consistent price declines throughout the forecast period.   

The 2011 study has 375 pages and 135 tables and figures.  Worldwide markets are poised to achieve significant 

growth as local homecare dealer managers move to implement more cost efficient patient oxygen delivery  

modalities.  Vendors are building out localized distribution networks that support a patient oxygen delivery system 

with devices that contain continuous portable oxygen delivery and prioritized pulsed oxygen flow control.   

As the baby boomers age, they have the ability to buy more than one oxygen concentrator, changing markets 

significantly.  Units are used to treat COPD and lung disease.  They are also positioned to assist in decreasing the 

deleterious effects of aging. 

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) impacts the lungs.  With chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

(COPD) people need more oxygen than they can get through ordinary breathing.  People get assistance from oxygen 

concentrators.  Devices have been heavy and constrained users from moving around.  Portable units support mobility 

while in many cases providing the same levels of oxygen delivery.   

http://wintergreenresearch.com/reports/oxygen%20concentrators.html
http://wintergreenresearch.com/reports/oxygen%20concentrators.html
http://wintergreenresearch.com/reports/oxygen%20concentrators.html
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Portable units give patients more freedom for mobility.  Exercise is good for patients.   It is as good as any medication 

or treatment in most cases.  In this context, portable oxygen concentrators provide reliable, continuous delivery, and 

continuous pulsed oxygen. The advantage of the portable units is that they offer greater mobility for physical activity 

and travel. 

The oxygen concentrator market participants offer portable products for low volumes of oxygen support and 

standard home products for stationary delivery of  5 to 10 liters per minute (lpm) of oxygen.  Oxygen concentrators 

deliver lifesaving support for breathing.  Reimbursement drives markets. 

Portable oxygen concentrators deliver the independence of a portable concentrator.  Units are smaller and lighter.  

They make more oxygen with a longer battery life than older units.  Portable concentrators are small enough to hold 

in one hand.  There are no tanks to refill.  Users never have to worry about running out of oxygen. 

The portable oxygen concentrators are offered as a solution.  They are a single solution, for oxygen at home, away, 

and for travel.  They are approved for use on all US airlines.  The basic package includes unit, carrying case, cart, 12 

Cell battery and universal power supply. 

5 and 10 Liter units grow modestly.then decline rapidly as the installed base continues to be repaired and reused and 

the portable units catch on with patients.  10 liter units are used to treat sicker people.  As sicker people live longer 

these larger units are needed to improve the oxygen care delivered.  Portable ventilators are becoming used for these 

older and sicker people.  Some of the ventilators have noninvasive characteristics.  

The 2 to 5 Liter units account for the majority of the units and total dollars.  It is in this category of product that the 

portable technologies are providing solutions.  There is a dramatic change in the oxygen concentrator market.  Ever 

before, patients needed the dealer to come set up units and bring small oxygen tanks so they could go shopping.  

With the new portable oxygen concentrators, people can buy a unit on the Internet and set it up themselves.   

The units work without having dealer intervention.  This eliminates the largest part of the cost of the oxygen 

concentrator services market, the labor portion is gone.   Market growth occurs because of the increased number of 

people diagnosed and treated.  As more physicians recognize the value of low dose oxygen delivery, patients live 

longer and more patients demand treatment.  The ability of people to search the Internet to discover treatments that 

might help COPD conditions creates demand for treatment, and use of oxygen concentrators. 

According to Susan Eustis, primary author of the study, “growth is spurred by increasing trends toward homecare and 

the desire for lifestyle by older people who may have some illness.”  Smoking and air pollution are the biggest causes 

of respiratory disease.   
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Oxygen concentrator markets at $377 million in 2010 reach the $1.8 billion mark in 2017 as more of the 35 million 

people with COPD and lung disease get treatment.  Units will be used by older people to retain intellectual capacity, 

even in the absence of disease.   In the US, roughly 5% of patient who need treatment get it.  As units become more 

cost efficient because the services component has decreased to virtually nothing, more people can afford the units.   

Market growth of oxygen concentrator markets is a result of people living longer, new technology that makes units 

more easily portable, more technology that permits filling portable oxygen tanks from the oxygen concentrator, and 

the convenience of being able to move around.  Exercise is proven to be very good for people. 
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Report Methodology 

 

This is the 463th report in a series of primary market research reports that provide forecasts in 

communications, telecommunications, the Internet, computer, software, telephone equipment, health 

equipment, and energy.  Automated process and significant growth potential are a priorities in topic selection.  

The project leaders take direct responsibility for writing and preparing each report.  They have significant 

experience preparing industry studies.  Forecasts are based on primary research and proprietary data bases.   

The primary research is conducted by talking to customers, distributors and companies.   The survey data is 

not enough to make accurate assessment of market size, so WinterGreen Research looks at the value of 

shipments and the average price to achieve market assessments.  Our track record in achieving accuracy is 

unsurpassed in the industry.  We are known for being able to develop accurate market shares and projections.  

This is our specialty.   

The analyst process is concentrated on getting good market numbers.  This process involves looking at the 

markets from several different perspectives, including vendor shipments.  The interview process is an essential 

aspect as well.  We do have a lot of granular analysis of the different shipments by vendor in the study and 

addenda prepared after the study was published if that is appropriate. 

Forecasts reflect analysis of the market trends in the segment and related segments.  Unit and dollar 

shipments are analyzed through consideration of dollar volume of each market participant in the segment.  
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Installed base analysis and unit analysis is based on interviews and an information search.   Market share 

analysis includes conversations with key customers of products, industry segment leaders, marketing 

directors, distributors, leading market participants, opinion leaders, and companies seeking to develop 

measurable market share.   

Over 200 in depth interviews are conducted for each report with a broad range of key participants and 

industry leaders in the market segment.  We establish accurate market forecasts based on economic and 

market conditions as a base.  Use input/output ratios, flow charts, and other economic methods to quantify 

data.  Use in-house analysts who meet stringent quality standards.   

Interviewing key industry participants, experts and end-users is a central part of the study.  Our research 

includes access to large proprietary databases.  Literature search includes analysis of trade publications, 

government reports, and corporate literature. 

Findings and conclusions of this report are based on information gathered from industry sources, including 

manufacturers, distributors, partners, opinion leaders, and users. Interview data was combined with 

information gathered through an extensive review of internet and printed sources such as trade publications, 

trade associations, company literature, and online databases.  The projections contained in this report are 

checked from top down and bottom up analysis to be sure there is congruence from that perspective.  

The base year for analysis and projection is 2010. With 2010 and several years prior to that as a baseline, 

market projections were developed for 2011 through 2017. These projections are based on a combination of a 

consensus among the opinion leader contacts interviewed combined with understanding of the key market 

drivers and their impact from a historical and analytical perspective.  The analytical methodologies used to 

generate the market estimates are based on penetration analyses, similar market analyses, and delta 

calculations to supplement independent and dependent variable analysis.  All analyses are displaying selected 

descriptions of products and services. 

This research includes referencde to an ROI model that is part of a series that provides IT systems financial 
planners access to information that supports analysis of all the numbers that impact management of a product 
launch or large and complex data center.  The methodology used in the models relates to having a 
sophisticated analytical technique for understanding the impact of workload on processor consumption and 
cost.   
WinterGreen Research has looked at the metrics and independent research to develop assumptions that 
reflect the actual anticipated usage and cost of systems.  Comparative analyses reflect the input of these 
values into models.   
The variables and assumptions provided in the market research study and the ROI models are based on 
extensive experience in providing research to large enterprise organizations and data centers.  The ROI models 
have lists of servers from different manufacturers, Systems z models from IBM, and labor costs by category 
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around the world.  This information has been developed from WinterGreen research proprietary data bases 
constructed as a result of preparing market research studies that address the software, energy, healthcare, 
telecommunicatons, and hardware businesses.   
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