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Cloud Middleware: Market Shares, Strategies, and Forecasts, Worldwide,  

2011-2017 

 
 

LEXINGTON, Massachusetts (June 14, 2011) – WinterGreen Research announces that it has a new study on 
Cloud Middleware Market Strategies, Market Shares, and Market Forecasts, 2011-2017.  IBM middleware 
has set the standard for cloud architecture.  IBM SOA services oriented architecture is the base for 
enterprise cloud initiatives leveraging middleware to implement the cloud. 
 
The 2011 study has 928 pages and 274 tables and figures.  Worldwide markets are poised to achieve 
significant growth as globally integrated enterprises worldwide move to implement more cost efficient IT 
systems.  Transaction process and Internet workload computer processing delivery modalities depend on 
the efficiencies of scale achievable using cloud computing.  
 

http://wintergreenresearch.com/reports/cloud_middleware.html
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Vendors are building out localized distribution networks that support a cloud computing systems in a local 
environment, leveraging cloud middleware, providing remote control of systems and implementation of 
self-provisioned architecture.  SOA, services oriented architecture becomes a core capability of cloud 
middleware, permitting rapid response to changing market conditions.   
 
The market for cloud computing middleware software is dominated by IBM which has managed to develop 
a dominant presence in cloud computing middleware.  The IBM Websphere SOA, services oriented 
architecture is a defacto industry standard for cloud computing. 
 
While cloud computing markets overall are intensely competitive, middleware markets have been captured 
by IBM.  Cloud computing is characterized by rapidly changing technology, evolving industry standards and 
frequent new product and service installations.  Competition for cloud services is increasing.   
 
Existing competitors and new market entrants dominate the market for cloud computing.   Cloud computing 
middleware software companies compete primarily on the basis of performance and robust feature sets.   
 
Hybrid computing challenges relate to achieving breakthroughs that reduce costs of IT infrastructure.  Next 
generation application server solutions implement new technologies.  These challenge traditional 
architectural approaches, and depend on virtualization of the large enterprise servers.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
IBM zEnterprise solution implementation of zOS, zVM, and zBX represent breakthrough technologies for 
Cloud middleware line of business (LoB) application server development and test markets.  The IBM 
zEnterprise solution represents a quantum improvement in data center computing.  Companies that have 
adopted virtualized systems have achieved significant competitive advantage.  The server that automates 
services in the cloud is a technological breakthrough, depending on cloud middleware to achieve 
integration.  
 
The systems leverage virtualized technology that has been around for 50 years, is fully vetted.  Cloud 
middleware adds a new dimension to the virtualized hardware, creating low cost systems implementations 
ready for prime time.  Now that the virtual systems cost structures are more approachable, due to 
economies of scale, there are many more uses for cloud middleware than has been true in the past. 
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The use of an enterprise server in the line of business provides the ability to host application servers in a 
virtualized environment with 1500 images on one large enterprise server board.  This is the only route to 
systems capability. 
 
SOA provides an alphabet for cloud based IT systems.  SOA provides components that can be glued together 
in infinite numbers of ways to achieve new functions and new possibilities for software applications 
implementation.   
 
According to Susan Eustis, primary author of the study, “cloud computing implements a pay as you go 
model, the ability to launch applications from the line of business, self-provisioning capabilities, and 
support for growth through innovation.  Growth is spurred by increasingly flexible tools, better control of 
development teams, and the ability to control software development better.” 
 
Cloud middleware systems markets at $1.5 billion in 2010 are forecast to reach $4.3 billion dollars, 
worldwide by 2017.  Cloud computing middleware represents the base for development of all cloud 
computing infrastructure as it supports systems integration and systems self-provisioning.   
 
 
 

 

Keywords:, cloud middleware, cloud computing, cloud hardware infrastructure, IBM, IT Management, IT Service Management, ITIL, Systeem z, 

SaaS, PaaS, IaaS, Internet, Microsoft, Microsoft Live, Open Source, SOA, SOA Governance, SOA architect, SaaS, Security, Software Development, 

Software Infrastructure, Virtualization, Web Technology, Windows, business intelligence, datacenters, governance, management, Information 

Technology, Cloud Computing, Cloud Based Collaboration, Cloud computing telepresence, Online meetings, cloud stack 

layers,wintergreenresearch.com. http://wintergreenresearch.com/reports/cloud_middleware.html    
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Cloud Middleware: Market Shares, Strategies, and Forecasts, 
Worldwide, 2011 to 2017 

 

Report Methodology 

 

This is the 472th report in a series of primary market research reports that provide forecasts in 

communications, telecommunications, the Internet, computer, software, telephone equipment, health 

equipment, and energy.  Automated process and significant growth potential are priorities in topic selection.  

The project leaders take direct responsibility for writing and preparing each report.  They have significant 

experience preparing industry studies.  Forecasts are based on primary research and proprietary data bases.   

The primary research is conducted by talking to customers, distributors and companies.   The survey data is 

not enough to make accurate assessment of market size, so WinterGreen Research looks at the value of 

shipments and the average price to achieve market assessments.  Our track record in achieving accuracy is 

unsurpassed in the industry.  We are known for being able to develop accurate market shares and projections.  

This is our specialty.   

The analyst process is concentrated on getting good market numbers.  This process involves looking at the 

markets from several different perspectives, including vendor shipments.  The interview process is an essential 

aspect as well.  We do have a lot of granular analysis of the different shipments by vendor in the study and 

addenda prepared after the study was published if that is appropriate. 

Forecasts reflect analysis of the market trends in the segment and related segments.  Unit and dollar 

shipments are analyzed through consideration of dollar volume of each market participant in the segment.  

Installed base analysis and unit analysis is based on interviews and an information search.   Market share 

analysis includes conversations with key customers of products, industry segment leaders, marketing 

directors, distributors, leading market participants, opinion leaders, and companies seeking to develop 

measurable market share.   

Over 200 in depth interviews are conducted for each report with a broad range of key participants and 

industry leaders in the market segment.   
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Accurate market forecasts are based on economic and market conditions, complimented by knowledge of 

innovation in technologies and services.  Analysts use input/output ratios, flow charts, and other economic 

methods to quantify data.  In-house analysts meet stringent quality standards in developing primary research.   

Interviewing key industry participants, experts and end-users is a central part of the study.  Our research 

includes access to large proprietary databases.  Literature search includes analysis of trade publications, 

government reports, and corporate literature.  Findings and conclusions of this report are based on 

information gathered from industry sources, including manufacturers, distributors, partners, opinion leaders, 

and users. Interview data was combined with information gathered through an extensive review of internet 

and printed sources such as trade publications, trade associations, company literature, and online databases.  

The projections contained in this report are checked from top down and bottom up analysis to be sure there is 

congruence from that perspective.  

The base year for analysis and projection is 2010. With 2010 and several years prior to that as a baseline, 

market projections were developed for 2011 through 2017. These projections are based on a combination of a 

consensus among the opinion leader contacts interviewed combined with understanding of the key market 

drivers and their impact from a historical and analytical perspective.   

The analytical methodologies used to generate the market estimates are based on penetration analyses, 

similar market analyses, and delta calculations to supplement independent and dependent variable analysis.  

All analyses are displaying selected descriptions of products and services. 

This research includes referencde to an ROI model that is part of a series that provides IT systems financial 

planners access to information that supports analysis of all the numbers that impact management of a product 

launch or large and complex data center.  The methodology used in the models relates to having a 

sophisticated analytical technique for understanding the impact of workload on processor consumption and 

cost.   

WinterGreen Research has looked at the metrics and independent research to develop assumptions that 

reflect the actual anticipated usage and cost of systems.  Comparative analyses reflect the input of these 

values into models.   

The variables and assumptions provided in the market research study and the ROI models are based on 

extensive experience in providing research to large enterprise organizations and data centers.  The ROI models 

have lists of servers from different manufacturers, Systems z models from IBM, and labor costs by category 

around the world.  This information has been developed from WinterGreen research proprietary data bases 

constructed as a result of preparing market research studies that address the software, energy, healthcare, 

telecommunicatons, and hardware businesses.   
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