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Wheelchair Market Description, Market Analysis, Product 

Description, and Company Profiles, 2006 to 2012 

Home delivery programs to HME providers through drop-ships are evolving in the 
market.  ISG markets a home delivery program to HME providers through which 
ISG drop-ships supplies in the provider's name to the customer's address.  
Providers have no products to stock, no minimum order requirements and delivery 
is made within 24 to 48 hours nationwide. 
 
As Wal-Mart brings DME dealers into the stores, there will be continuing demand 
for mobility products from the customers.  The current DME networks will sell lift 
devices that let people load chairs to and from cars.   
 
Folding wheelchairs facilitate personal mobility for disabled people.  Even regular 
people may begin to wish to extend personal mobility using wheeled devices that 
work in short range campus environments.  Wheelchair vendors seek to maintain 
low cost, high quality supply chains.   
 
Companies seek to achieve this objective through a strategic combination of 
enterprise manufacturing facilities, contract manufacturing facilities, and key 
suppliers.  The operational strategy supports the marketing strategy with assets that 
are fast, flexible providers of new and modified products that respond to the 
demands of the market. 
 
The supply chain is focused on providing custom, configured, made-to-order 
products from facilities close to the customers in each of its major markets. As 
strategic choices are made on locations globally, those facilities that remain in 
higher cost regions of North America and Europe very focused factories that 
provide specific competitive advantage to the marketing and sales teams. 
 
Companies have refined cost reduction plans and initiated outsourcing in the first 
half of 2005 for global manufacturing and implemented international distribution 
strategies.  These are long tem initiatives with some companies that have completion 
targeted for 2008.   These actions are anticipated to generate savings.  Companies 
expect global reductions positions and exiting a number of manufacturing 
operations worldwide. 
 
Wheelchair markets are expected to grow as the baby boomers age.  The aging of 
the population is expected to change markets.  Older people need more support for 
continued mobility through disability.  Rehabilitation becomes more prevalent. 
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The ability to get reimbursement has been a significant market factor.  As baby 
boomers age and need wheelchairs, they will be willing to pay directly for mobility 
and comfort as they do for homes and cars now.   This trend will assure market 
growth worldwide. 
 
Wheelchair and scooter markets at $3.2 billion in 2005 are expected to grow to $7.4 
billion by 2012.  (See Figure ES-3.)  Wheelchairs and scooters provide mobility and 
move the healthcare delivery system toward the lower cost homecare.   
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Companies Profiled 
 

• Amigo Mobility International  
• ARAMARK Corporation (Galls) (Dyna Med)  

• Bruno Independent Living Aids 
• CemcoLift Incorporated  

• Chance Rides Manufacturing 
• Columbia ParCar  
• Concord Elevator 

• Convaid Incorporated  
• Electric Mobility  

• Garaventa Canada  
• Gillespie Corporation • Graham-Field Health Products (Everest 

& Jennings) (LaBac Systems)  
• Inclinator Company of America   

• Ingersoll-Rand Company (Club Car)  
• Invacare Corporation (Motion Concepts)  

• Johnson & Johnson (Independence Technology)  
• Kurt Manufacturing Company (Theradyne Healthcare Products)  

• Leisure-Lift  
• National Wheel-O-Vator Company  

• Palmer Industries  
• Permobil AB  

• Pride Mobility Products  
• Savaria Corporation  

• Scooter Store  
• Segway LLC  

• Sunrise Medical  
• Taylor-Dunn Manufacturing Company (United Tractor) (Tiger 

Manufacturing) •
Teftec Corporation  

• Textron Incorporated  
• ThyssenKrupp AG (Access Industries)  

• Toro Company  
• 21st Century Scientific  

• Yamaha Motor Company 
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Wheelchair Market Description, Market Analysis, 
Product Description, and Company Profiles, 2006-

2012 

 
REPORT METHODOLOGY 

 
THIS IS THE TWO-HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIXTH REPORT IN A SERIES OF MARKET RESEARCH REPORTS THAT PROVIDE 

FORECASTS IN COMMUNICATIONS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, THE INTERNET, COMPUTER, SOFTWARE, TELEPHONE 
EQUIPMENT, HEALTH EQUIPMENT, AND ENERGY.  THE PROJECT LEADERS TAKE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY FOR WRITING 
AND PREPARING EACH REPORT.  THEY HAVE SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCE PREPARING INDUSTRY STUDIES.  FORECASTS ARE 
BASED ON PRIMARY RESEARCH AND PROPRIETARY DATA BASES.  FORECASTS REFLECT ANALYSIS OF THE MARKET 
TRENDS IN THE SEGMENT AND RELATED SEGMENTS.  UNIT AND DOLLAR SHIPMENTS ARE ANALYZED THROUGH 
CONSIDERATION OF DOLLAR VOLUME OF EACH MARKET PARTICIPATION IN THE SEGMENT.  INSTALLED BASE ANALYSIS 
AND UNIT ANALYSIS IS BASED ON INTERVIEWS AND AN INFORMATION SEARCH.   MARKET SHARE ANALYSIS INCLUDES 
CONVERSATIONS WITH KEY CUSTOMERS OF PRODUCTS, INDUSTRY SEGMENT LEADERS, MARKETING DIRECTORS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, LEADING MARKET PARTICIPANTS, OPINION LEADERS, AND COMPANIES SEEKING TO DEVELOP 
MEASURABLE MARKET SHARE.  OVER 200 IN DEPTH INTERVIEWS ARE CONDUCTED FOR EACH REPORT WITH A BROAD 
RANGE OF KEY PARTICIPANTS AND INDUSTRY LEADERS IN THE MARKET SEGMENT.  WE ESTABLISH ACCURATE MARKET 
FORECASTS BASED ON ECONOMIC AND MARKET CONDITIONS AS A BASE.  USE INPUT/OUTPUT RATIOS, FLOW CHARTS, 
AND OTHER ECONOMIC METHODS TO QUANTIFY DATA.  USE IN-HOUSE ANALYSTS WHO MEET STRINGENT QUALITY 
STANDARDS.  INTERVIEWING KEY INDUSTRY PARTICIPANTS, EXPERTS AND END-USERS.  OUR RESEARCH INCLUDES 
ACCESS TO LARGE PROPRIETARY DATABASES.  LITERATURE SEARCH INCLUDES ANALYSIS OF TRADE PUBLICATIONS, 
GOVERNMENT REPORTS, AND CORPORATE LITERATURE. 
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