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Hospital and homecare wheelchair technology is evolving to give people with 
disabilities more mobility.  Markets are poised to create the ability for people to get 
more exercise and impact the healthcare delivery industry by encouraging mobility of 
people who were previously bed ridden. 
 
Wheelchairs impact care delivery, permitting moving from the bed and facilitating 
exercise.  Patients and family gain more control over the care delivery.  Care can be 
delivered in familiar settings.   
 
The wheelchair market participants seek to position with chairs that are in growing 
market segments.  Leading vendors offer a wide range of products, services, training, 
and support.  Homecare agencies depend on reimbursement to sell custom units.  The 
designs of wheelchairs are making them intuitive to use.  This represents major 
market opportunity. 
 
Portable wheelchair choices relate to portable wheelchair concentrators, liquid 
wheelchair, or compressed gas cylinders.  Portable wheelchair concentrators need a 
battery or to be plugged in.  They are poised to become the system of choice as fuel 
cell power becomes more available. 
 
Wheelchairs are able to change the limits in movement from a few steps to a few 
hundred yards.  People with disabilities can have long trips or visits with family are 
made possible by new technology for wheelchairs.  Wheelchairs that are transported in 
cars are becoming more common. 
 
Invacare has dominated the wheelchair markets by pursuing two very clear market 
strategies.  Invacare supports its distributors and does not compete with them.  
Invacare has a complete bundled offering for its distributors including wheelchairs, 
respiratory, and continuing care products. 
 
Wheelchair markets are expected to grow as the baby boomers age.  The aging of the 
population is expected to change markets.  The ability to get reimbursement has been 
a significant market factor.  As baby boomers age and need wheelchairs, they will be 
willing to pay directly for mobility and comfort as they do for homes and cars now. 
 
 
 



WINTERGREEN RESEARCH, INC. 

 

REPORT # SH29821356 172 PAGES 44 TABLES AND FIGURES  2004 $2,800 
 

Companies ProfiledCompanies Profiled  
 

Market Leaders 
Invacare Corporation 

Sunrise Medical 
Graham-Field Health Products 

Everest & Jennings 
 

 

 

Market Participants 
Convaid Drive Medical 
Eagle Sports Chairs Gendron Inc. 
Glide Rehabilitation Products Gunnell Inc. 
Hoveround Corporation Magic Mobility Wheelchair 
Medline Melrose Kiwi Concept Chairs 
Pride Mobility Inc. Product Design Group 

RGK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WINTERGREEN RESEARCH, INC. 

 

REPORT # SH29821356 172 PAGES 44 TABLES AND FIGURES  2004 $2,800 
 

Wheelchair Strategies and Forecasts, 2004-2009 

 
REPORT METHODOLOGY 

 
THIS IS THE TWO-HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOURTH REPORT IN A SERIES OF MARKET RESEARCH REPORTS THAT 

PROVIDE FORECASTS IN COMMUNICATIONS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, THE INTERNET, COMPUTER, SOFTWARE, TELEPHONE 

EQUIPMENT, HEALTH EQUIPMENT, AND ENERGY .  THE PROJECT LEADERS TAKE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY FOR WRITING 

AND PREPARING EACH REPORT.  THEY HAVE SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCE PREPARING INDUSTRY STUDIES.  FORECASTS 

ARE BASED ON PRIMARY RESEARCH AND PROPRIETARY DATA BASES.  FORECASTS REFLECT ANALYSIS OF THE MARKET 

TRENDS IN THE SEGMENT AND RELATED SEGMENTS.  UNIT AND DOLLAR SHIPMENTS ARE ANALYZED THROUGH 

CONSIDERATION OF DOLLAR VOLUME OF EACH MARKET PARTICIPATION IN THE SEGMENT.  INSTALLED BASE ANALYSIS AND 

UNIT ANALYSIS IS BASED ON INTERVIEWS AND AN INFORMATION SEARCH.   MARKET SHARE ANALYSIS INCLUDES 

CONVERSATIONS WITH KEY CUSTOMERS OF PRODUCTS, INDUSTRY SEGMENT LEADERS, MARKETING DIRECTORS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, LEADING MARKET PARTICIPANTS, OPINION LEADERS, AND COMPANIES SEEKING TO DEVELOP MEASURABLE 

MARKET SHARE.  OVER 200 IN DEPTH INTERVIEWS ARE CONDUCTED FOR EACH REPORT WITH A BROAD RANGE OF KEY 

PARTICIPANTS AND INDUSTRY LEADERS IN THE MARKET SEGMENT. 
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ABOUT THE COMPANY 

WINTERGREEN RESEARCH, HAS A UNIQUE RESEARCH STRATEGY THAT RELATES TO 

IDENTIFYING MARKET TRENDS THROUGH READING AND INTERVIEWING OPINION LEADERS.  BY READING 

THE ELECTRONIC EQUIVALENT OF 40 FEET OF PAPER, WINTERGREEN RESEARCH SENIOR ANALYSTS CAN 

LEARN A LOT MORE ABOUT MARKETS, A LOT FASTER THAN CAN BE LEARNED THROUGH EXPENSIVE 

SURVEYS AND FOCUS GROUPS.  THINKING ABOUT MARKET TRENDS IS A HIGH PRIORITY AT WINTERGREEN 

RESEARCH.  AS WITH ALL RESEARCH, THE VALUE PROPOSITION FOR COMPETITIVE ANALYSIS COMES 

FROM INTELLECTUAL INPUT .   

IT IS A LUXURY REALLY, AVAILABLE TO ONLY A VERY FEW PEOPLE, TO BE ABLE TO GATHER 

INFORMATION, LOTS OF INFORMATION FROM READING MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF CONTENT , AND THEN 

TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF THAT CONTENT .  THE ABILITY TO THINK ABOUT MARKET TRENDS IS 

ENHANCED BY DOING IT OVER AND OVER FOR MANY DIFFERENT MARKETS.  THAT IS WHAT 

WINTERGREEN RESEARCH IS ALL ABOUT: READING AND THINKING IS AN ESSENTIAL ASP ECT OF 

COMPETITIVE ANALYSIS.  TALKING TO OPINION LEADERS IS THE THIRD ESSENTIAL ASPECT OF 

PRODUCING GOOD, RELIABLE DATA.   

WINTERGREEN RESEARCH, FOUNDED IN 1985, PROVIDES STRATEGIC MARKET ASSESSMENTS 

IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT , HEALTH CARE , INTERNET AND ADVANCED 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY .  INDUSTRY REPORTS FOCUS ON OPPORTUNITIES THAT EXPAND EXISTING 

MARKETS OR DEVELOP MAJOR NEW MARKETS.  THE REPORTS ASSESS NEW PRODUCT AND SERVICE 

POSITIONING STRATEGIES, NEW AND EVOLVING TECHNOLOGIES, AND TECHNOLOGICAL IMPACT ON 

PRODUCTS, SERVICES, AND MARKETS.  MARKET SHARES ARE PROVIDED.  LEADING MARKET 

PARTICIPANTS ARE PROFILED, AND THEIR MARKETING STRATEGIES, ACQUISITIONS, AND STRATEGIC 

ALLIANCES ARE DISCUSSED.  THE PRINCIPALS OF WINTERGREEN RESEARCH HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN 

ANALYSIS AND FORECASTING OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

AND ADVANCED COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY MARKETS FOR OVER 30 YEARS. 
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