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Military Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Localization and Deterent Strategy 

Unmanned Aircraft : Market Shares , Strategies,  and Forecasts, Worldwide,  

201 1-201 7 

 

LEXINGTON, Massachusetts (February 24, 2011) ς WinterGreen Research announces that it has a new study on 

unmanned aircraft systems (UAS).  Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) markets grow as the military realizes these 

airplanes provide a less expensive way to provide defense and deterrent.  These markets are poised to grow based on 

the creation of new services efficiencies that accrue from improved technologies. New composite materials systems 

are achieving consistent price declines throughout the forecast period.   

The 2011 study has 712 pages and 256 tables and figures.  Worldwide markets are poised to achieve significant 

growth as governments worldwide move to implement more cost efficient military systems and weapons delivery 

modalities.  Vendors are building out localized distribution networks that support a UAS system in a local 

environment, providing remote control of airplanes.   

Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) are achieving a level of relatively early maturity.  Fleets of unmanned aircraft 

systems have begun to evolve.  The U.S. Army has achieved one million flight hours for its unmanned aircraft systems 

fleet.  

http://wintergreenresearch.com
http://wintergreenresearch.com
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Unmanned aerial systems have good handling characteristics.   Units are designed to perform high-speed, long-

endurance, more covert, multi-mission intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) and precision-strike 

missions over land or sea.  

Units feature a variety of internal weapons loads, including 2,000 lb Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM), an Electro-

optical/Infrared (EO/IR) sensor, and an all-weather GA-ASI Lynx® Synthetic Aperture Radar/Ground Moving Target 

Indicator (SAR/GMTI), maximizing both long loiter ISR and weapons carriage capabilities. 

Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) offer the war fighter persistent situational awareness and strike mission 

affordability.  For the cost of one manned fighter aircraft, multiple-swarm configured units can cover an area of 

interest, providing 24/7 ISR coverage, target identification, neutralization, mission flexibility, and attrition tolerance. 

Some UAS have the capability to perform manned aircraft missions.   

Unmanned aerial systems features 

ω Variety of internal weapons loads 

ω 2,000 lb Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM) 

ω Electro-optical/Infrared (EO/IR) sensor 

ω All-weather GA-ASI Lynx® Synthetic Aperture Radar/ 

ω Ground Moving Target Indicator (SAR/GMTI),  

ω Target indicator maximization 

ω Long loiter ISR 

ω Weapons carriage capabilities 

Northrop Grumman Corp, maker of the high-altitude Global Hawk, and privately held General Atomics, which makes 

the Predator and Warrior unmanned planes are the market leaders in unmanned aerial systems (UAS).     

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǳǎŀƴ 9ǳǎǘƛǎΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ άƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ǎǇǳǊǊŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 

planning departments.  The military is moving toward embracing unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) because of the 

increased intelligence capability and deterrent efficiency combined.  The versatility of single aircraft, and the ability to 

ǳǎŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƛƴŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΦέ     

Unmanned aerial systems (UAS) markets at $2.5 billion in 2010 are forecast to reach $7 billion dollars, worldwide by 

2017.  US UAS aircraft have flown one million miles over the last four years and are set to fly one million more in the 

next year.   The pace of utilization is picking up as the military realizes that UAS are significantly more efficient than 

manned aircraft in every way. 
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Units will be used by all branches of the military and intelligence community.   Market growth of unmanned aircraft 

systems (UAS) markets is a result of units that can fly longer,, see better, provide more useful imaging, put better 

sensor packages in place, achieve better maneuverability, and implement new technology.  The improved control 

units that permit handlers to work remotely also improves systems capability. Units more easily portable, more 

battery technology permits the ability for systems to stay in the air longer.  New systems permit refueling in the air. 

  

Keywords:  Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), Unmanned aircraft vehicles (UAV),  Networks of Military Unmanned airplanes, Unmanned Military 

Logistics airplanes, Military Unmanned Aircraft Market Shares, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles , Military Robots  Market Forecasts, Maneuverable 

Military Airplanes, Military Embedded remote control Software, Sensor Network, Unmanned aerial systems platform, Launching Laser Defensive 

Weapons, Support Logistics Missions, Recharge Batteries, Search And Rescue, Robot Navigation, Battery for Military UAS,  Battery for Military UAV, 

Military airplanes Drive Control, Military airplanes Electronics, Military Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) Market Segments, Large and Mid Size 

Military Unmanned aircraft, Guns Mounted on Unmanned airplanes, Remote-Controlled Weapons, Common Operator Control Unit, Radio Control 

Modules, http://wintergreenresearch.com/reports/UAS.htm 
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Lockheed Martin            Integrated Dynamics 
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Northrop Grumman            AeroVironment 

L-3 Communications Corp.,            BAE Systems 
  

Market Participants 

Unmanned Aerial Systems 

(UAS)Company Profiles 

Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

(UAS) Company Profiles  

AB Precision (Poole) Ltd  

Airborne Technologies 

Applied Research Associates, Inc. 
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ATK  
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Frontline Robotics  

G-NIUS Unmanned Ground 

Systems Ltd 
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Unmanned Aircraft (UAS): Market Shares, Strategies, and 
Forecasts, Worldwide, 2011 to 2017 

 

Report Methodology 

 

This is the 462nd report in a series of primary market research reports that provide forecasts in 

communications, telecommunications, the Internet, computer, software, telephone equipment, health 

equipment, and energy.  Automated process and significant growth potential are a priorities in topic selection.  

The project leaders take direct responsibility for writing and preparing each report.  They have significant 

experience preparing industry studies.  Forecasts are based on primary research and proprietary data bases.   

The primary research is conducted by talking to customers, distributors and companies.   The survey data is 

not enough to make accurate assessment of market size, so WinterGreen Research looks at the value of 

shipments and the average price to achieve market assessments.   
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Our track record in achieving accuracy is unsurpassed in the industry.  We are known for being able to develop 

accurate market shares and projections.  This is our specialty.   

The analyst process is concentrated on getting good market numbers.  This process involves looking at the 

markets from several different perspectives, including vendor shipments.  The interview process is an essential 

aspect as well.  We do have a lot of granular analysis of the different shipments by vendor in the study and 

addenda prepared after the study was published if that is appropriate. 

Forecasts reflect analysis of the market trends in the segment and related segments.  Unit and dollar 

shipments are analyzed through consideration of dollar volume of each market participant in the segment.  

Installed base analysis and unit analysis is based on interviews and an information search.   Market share 

analysis includes conversations with key customers of products, industry segment leaders, marketing 

directors, distributors, leading market participants, opinion leaders, and companies seeking to develop 

measurable market share.   

Over 200 in depth interviews are conducted for each report with a broad range of key participants and 

industry leaders in the market segment.  We establish accurate market forecasts based on economic and 

market conditions as a base.  Use input/output ratios, flow charts, and other economic methods to quantify 

data.  Use in-house analysts who meet stringent quality standards.   

 

Interviewing key industry participants, experts and end-users is a central part of the study.  Our research 

includes access to large proprietary databases.  Literature search includes analysis of trade publications, 

government reports, and corporate literature. 

Findings and conclusions of this report are based on information gathered from industry sources, including 

manufacturers, distributors, partners, opinion leaders, and users. Interview data was combined with 

information gathered through an extensive review of internet and printed sources such as trade publications, 

trade associations, company literature, and online databases.  The projections contained in this report are 

checked from top down and bottom up analysis to be sure there is congruence from that perspective.  

The base year for analysis and projection is 2010. With 2010 and several years prior to that as a baseline, 

market projections were developed for 2011 through 2017. These projections are based on a combination of a 

consensus among the opinion leader contacts interviewed combined with understanding of the key market 

drivers and their impact from a historical and analytical perspective.  The analytical methodologies used to 

generate the market estimates are based on penetration analyses, similar market analyses, and delta 

calculations to supplement independent and dependent variable analysis.  All analyses are displaying selected 

descriptions of products and services. 
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This research includes referencde to an ROI model that is part of a series that provides IT systems financial 
planners access to information that supports analysis of all the numbers that impact management of a product 
launch or large and complex data center.  The methodology used in the models relates to having a 
sophisticated analytical technique for understanding the impact of workload on processor consumption and 
cost.   
WinterGreen Research has looked at the metrics and independent research to develop assumptions that 
reflect the actual anticipated usage and cost of systems.  Comparative analyses reflect the input of these 
values into models.   
The variables and assumptions provided in the market research study and the ROI models are based on 
extensive experience in providing research to large enterprise organizations and data centers.  The ROI models 
have lists of servers from different manufacturers, Systems z models from IBM, and labor costs by category 
around the world.  This information has been developed from WinterGreen research proprietary data bases 
constructed as a result of preparing market research studies that address the software, energy, healthcare, 
telecommunicatons, and hardware businesses.   
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