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Worldwide Power Wheelchair And Scooter All Terrain 

And Regular Personal Vehicle Market Opportunities, Market 

Forecasts, and Market Strategies, 2006-2012 

Worldwide power wheelchair and scooter all terrain and regular personal vehicle 
markets have shifted dramatically in the last year.  Vehicles are useful as personal 
vehicles in controlled settings, going beyond medical necessity to personal transport.  
Most vehicles are paid for by Medicare or private insurance as users are usually not 
as mobile as they wished.   
 
There is a small proportion of the market that is not paid for by public or private 
insurance.  Scooter and power wheelchair vehicles are used in shopping settings, 
airports, in gated communities, and for local transport.   Scooters and power 
wheelchairs are evolving a market presence that goes beyond handicapped transport 
to personal transport.   
 
Forecasts for 2006-2012 indicate the start of fuel cell personal vehicles and electric 
vehicles with longer lasting travel capability.  There is a measurable sub segment of 
the market that addresses all terrain vehicles. 
 
Power wheelchair and scooter markets are expected to grow as the baby boomers age.  
The aging of the population is expected to change markets.  Older people need more 
support for continued mobility through disability.  Rehabilitation becomes more 
prevalent. 
 
Power wheelchair, scooter, and all terrain market forecasts indicate strong growth 
based on new technology and demand from people wanting a vehicle in between a 
heavy expensive to drive car and a manual wheelchair.   
 
Wheelchair and scooter markets at $1.7 billion in 2005 are expected to grow to $5.3 
billion by 2012.  Power wheelchairs and scooters provide mobility and move the 
healthcare delivery system toward the lower cost homecare.   
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Amigo Mobility Convaid 
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Melrose Kiwi Concept Chairs Merits 
Product Design Group Permobil 
Piaggio Pride Mobility 
RGK  Shoprider Mobility Products 
Soleus Mobility Sunrise Medical 
Yamaha Motor Wheelcare Power Mobilizers 
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Power Wheelchair, Scooter, and All Terrain 
Vehicle Strategies and Forecasts, 2006-2012 

 
REPORT METHODOLOGY 

 
THIS IS THE 288TH REPORT IN A SERIES OF MARKET RESEARCH REPORTS THAT PROVIDE FORECASTS IN 

COMMUNICATIONS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, THE INTERNET, COMPUTER, SOFTWARE, TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT, HEALTH 

EQUIPMENT, AND ENERGY .  THE PROJECT LEADERS TAKE DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY FOR WRITING AND PREPARING EACH 

REPORT.  THEY HAVE SIGNIFICANT EXPERIENCE PREPARING INDUSTRY STUDIES.  FORECASTS ARE BASED ON PRIMARY 

RESEARCH AND PROPRIETARY DATA BASES.  FORECASTS REFLECT ANALYSIS OF THE MARKET TRENDS IN THE SEGMENT 

AND RELATED SEGMENTS.  UNIT AND DOLLAR SHIPMENTS ARE ANALYZED THROUGH CONSIDERATION OF DOLLAR VOLUME 

OF EACH MARKET PARTICIPATION IN THE SEGMENT.  INSTALLED BASE ANALYSIS AND UNIT ANALYSIS IS BASED ON 

INTERVIEWS AND AN INFORMATION SEARCH.   MARKET SHARE ANALYSIS INCLUDES CONVERSATIONS WITH KEY 

CUSTOMERS OF PRODUCTS, INDUSTRY SEGMENT LEADERS, MARKETING DIRECTORS, DISTRIBUTORS, LEADING MARKET 

PARTICIPANTS, OPINION LEADERS, AND COMPANIES SEEKING TO DEVELOP MEASURABLE MARKET SHARE.  OVER 200 IN 

DEPTH INTERVIEWS ARE CONDUCTED FOR EACH REPORT WITH A BROAD RANGE OF KEY PARTICIPANTS AND INDUSTRY 

LEADERS IN THE MARKET SEGMENT.  WE ESTABLISH ACCURATE MARKET FORECASTS BASED ON ECONOMIC AND MARKET 

CONDITIONS AS A BASE.  USE INPUT/OUTPUT RATIOS, FLOW CHARTS, AND OTHER ECONOMIC METHODS TO QUANTIFY 

DATA.  USE IN-HOUSE ANALYSTS WHO MEET STRINGENT QUALITY STANDARDS.  INTERVIEWING KEY INDUSTRY 

PARTICIPANTS, EXPERTS AND END-USERS.  OUR RESEARCH INCLUDES ACCESS TO LARGE PROPRIETARY DATABASES.  
LITERATURE SEARCH INCLUDES ANALYSIS OF TRADE PUBLICATIONS, GOVERNMENT REPORTS, AND CORPORATE 

LITERATURE. 
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ABOUT THE COMPANY 

WINTERGREEN RESEARCH, HAS A UNIQUE RESEARCH STRATEGY THAT RELATES TO 

IDENTIFYING MARKET TRENDS THROUGH READING AND INTERVIEWING OPINION LEADERS.  BY READING 

THE ELECTRONIC EQUIVALENT OF 40 FEET OF PAPER, WINTERGREEN RESEARCH SENIOR ANALYSTS CAN 

LEARN A LOT MORE ABOUT MARKETS, A LOT FASTER THAN CAN BE LEARNED THROUGH EXPENSIVE 

SURVEYS AND FOCUS GROUPS.  THINKING ABOUT MARKET TRENDS IS A HIGH PRIORITY AT WINTERGREEN 

RESEARCH.  AS WITH ALL RESEARCH, THE VALUE PROPOSITION FOR COMPETITIVE ANALYSIS COMES 

FROM INTELLECTUAL INPUT .   

IT IS A LUXURY REALLY, AVAILABLE TO ONLY A VERY FEW PEOPLE, TO BE ABLE TO GATHER 

INFORMATION, LOTS OF INFORMATION FROM READING MASSIVE AMOUNTS OF CONTENT , AND THEN 

TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF THAT CONTENT .  THE ABILITY TO THINK ABOUT MARKET TRENDS IS 

ENHANCED BY DOING IT OVER AND OVER FOR MANY DIFFERENT MARKETS.  THAT IS WHAT 

WINTERGREEN RESEARCH IS ALL ABOUT: READING AND THINKING IS AN ESSENTIAL ASP ECT OF 

COMPETITIVE ANALYSIS.  TALKING TO OPINION LEADERS IS THE THIRD ESSENTIAL ASPECT OF 

PRODUCING GOOD, RELIABLE DATA.   

WINTERGREEN RESEARCH, FOUNDED IN 1985, PROVIDES STRATEGIC MARKET ASSESSMENTS 

IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT , HEALTH CARE , INTERNET AND ADVANCED 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY .  INDUSTRY REPORTS FOCUS ON OPPORTUNITIES THAT EXPAND EXISTING 

MARKETS OR DEVELOP MAJOR NEW MARKETS.  THE REPORTS ASSESS NEW PRODUCT AND SERVICE 

POSITIONING STRATEGIES, NEW AND EVOLVING TECHNOLOGIES, AND TECHNOLOGICAL IMPACT ON 

PRODUCTS, SERVICES, AND MARKETS.  MARKET SHARES ARE PROVIDED.  LEADING MARKET 

PARTICIPANTS ARE PROFILED, AND THEIR MARKETING STRATEGIES, ACQUISITIONS, AND STRATEGIC 

ALLIANCES ARE DISCUSSED.  THE PRINCIPALS OF WINTERGREEN RESEARCH HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN 

ANALYSIS AND FORECASTING OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

AND ADVANCED COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY MARKETS FOR OVER 30 YEARS. 
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ABOUT THE PRINCIPAL AUTHORS 

ELLEN T. CURTISS, TECHNICAL DIRECTOR, CO-FOUNDER OF WINTERGREEN RESEARCH, CONDUCTS 

STRATEGIC AND MARKET ASSESSMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY-BASED INDUSTRIES.  PREVIOUSLY SHE WAS A 

MEMBER OF THE STAFF OF ARTHUR D. LITTLE, INC., FOR 23 YEARS, MOST RECENTLY AS VICE PRESIDENT 

OF ARTHUR D. LITTLE DECISION RESOURCES, SPECIALIZING IN STRATEGIC PLANNING AND MARKET 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES.  SHE IS A GRADUATE OF BOSTON UNIVERSITY AND THE PROGRAM FOR 

MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT AT HARVARD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION.  SHE IS 

THE AUTHOR OF RECENT STUDIES ON WORLDWIDE TELECOMMUNICATIONS MARKETS, THE TOP TEN 

INTERNET EQUIPMENT COMPANIES, THE TOP TEN CONTRACT  MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, AND THE 

TOP TEN TELECOMMUNICATIONS MARKET ANALYSIS AND FORECASTS. 

SUSAN EUSTIS , PRESIDENT , CO-FOUNDER OF WINTERGREEN RESEARCH, HAS DONE RESEARCH IN 

COMMUNICATIONS AND COMPUTER MARKETS AND APPLICATIONS.  SHE HOLDS SEVERAL PATENTS IN 

MICROCOMPUTING AND PARALLEL PROCESSING.  SHE HAS THE ORIGINAL PATENTS IN ELECTRONIC 

VOTING MACHINES.  SHE HAS NEW PATENT APPLICATIONS IN FORMAT VARYING, MULITPROCESSING, AND 

ELECTRONIC VOTING.  SHE IS THE AUTHOR OF RECENT STUDIES OF THE REGIONAL BELL OPERATING 

COMPANIES' MARKETING STRATEGIES, INTERNET EQUIPMENT , BIOMETRICS, A STUDY OF INTERNET 

EQUIPMENT , WORLDWIDE TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT , TOP TEN TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 

DIGITAL LOOP CARRIER, WEB HOSTING, WEB SERVICES, AND APPLICATION INTEGRATION MARKETS.  

MS. EUSTIS IS A GRADUATE OF BARNARD COLLEGE. 
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